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P hotos adorn
leather pillow

Y our memories can now be
preserved in leather.

M ichigan company SmAr t
L eather D esigns has developed
a process to reproduce a photo
or graphic image on a
customized leather pillow.
Th e printing technology isn’t a
transfer , but a permanent
process that infuses the image
into the leather so it won’t fade
or wear off over time, the
company says.

Th e process can be used to
reproduce photos, corporate
logos , monograms , text or
other graphic elements.

Th e pillows are sold by the
online retailer Bi  g Hu  g (248 - 
594 - 1560 or http://w w w.
bighugllc . com ) . Yo u can build
your own pillow by uploading
a graphic or photo, choosing a
size and in some instances
picking a coordinating fabric
and trim. Prices range from
$9 9 t  o $150 . 

– Mar  y Beth Breckenridge

5 local artisans honored
by magazine for their craft

F ive area artisans have been
named among the best at their
traditional crafts by Early A mer - 
ican Life magazine.

Th e magazine selected them
for its 2010 Directory of T radi - 
tional American C rafts . 

H onored were Marilyn W ill - 
more of Stark C ounty ’ s P lain 
T ownship in the textiles/
rugs / needlework category , La u-
rel Dabbs of Westfield Center in
the woodworking category and
C arl and Marcia Giordano of
W adsworth and Patrick L iven - 
good of Medina C ounty ’ s L afay - 
ette T ownship , all in the metal
category . 

Th e directory will be in the
magazine ’ s A ugust issue . 

G arden tour
F ive private gardens in Stark

C ounty and the gardens at the
C anton G arden C enter will be
showcased during the center’s
T our o  f Gardens , 1  0 a.m. to 4
p.m. daily from Friday through
J uly 1 8.

T ickets are $10 and may be
purchased on tour days at the
center , 1615 Stadium Park Drive
N W, or in advance at the cen-
t e r’s A rrangers ’ C upboard gift
shop and office. Shop hours are
1  0 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesdays
through F ridays . 

In connection with the tour,
the North Canton Garden Club
will present a standard flower
show inside the center from 2 to
4 p.m. Friday and 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. July 17.

Th e tour raises money for
scholarships , community service
projects and educational and
youth programs. For informa-
tion , call 330 - 455 - 6172 . 

C ancer benefit
N ortheast O hio quilt shops

are joining to comfort young
cancer patients through the sec-
ond annual S teppin ’ Ou t Q uilt 
To u r, which starts Monday and
runs until July 31.

Th e goal of the event is to
collect 2 , 010 handmade pillow-
cases for C on K err C ancer , a
nonprofit organization that dis-
tributes them to children with
cancer . I nstructions for making
the pillowcases are in the ‘‘He l p
Ou t’’ section of http://
www . conkerrcancer . org . 

Q uilt tour participants will
receive a passport and a com-
memorative tote bag by paying
$5 or donating a homemade pil-
lowcase at their first stop. Th e n,
at each shop they visit, they’l l
have their passports stamped,
collect block patterns to make a
quilt and enjoy projects created
for the patriotic - themed event . 
Th e y’l l also have a chance to win
gift baskets and prizes.

T our hours are 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. Mondays through S atur - 
days , although normal business
hours vary among shops.

P articipating a  r  e A Piece in
T ime i  n Akron , A Quilting Af-
fair in A ustinburg , A ngelics . . .
A Quilter ’ s H aven i  n Canton
T ownship , A nna L ouisa ’ s 
N eedle A rts i  n Louisville , Co t-
tonpicker ’ s Q uilt S hop i  n Madi - 
son T ownship , K atie B rooke 
Q uilt S hop i  n Kent , Ma r a’s Fa b-
r  i  c & Gifts in E astlake , Q uilt 
G arden i  n Plain T ownship , 
Q uilter ’ s S ource i  n Parma , Sh a k-
e  r Tree in G arrettsville , S titch , 
P iece ’n Pur  l i  n Cuyahoga F alls , 
the Little Re  d Quilt House in
G ranger T ownship , the Polka
Do t P incushion i  n Richfield
T ownship and Tiny Stitches and
the Craft C upboard , both in
M iddlefield . 

M ore information is at http://
www . steppinoutquilttour . com . 

E vents , programs
• C andle factory tours, 1  0 a.m. to

5 p.m. today , A.I. Roo  t Co., 62  3 W.
L iberty St., Medina . T ours offered
hourly . $3. Proceeds go to Medina City
S chools . I nformation : 330 - 723 - 4359 . 

• P arade o  f Ponds , this weekend
and next. Annual self - guided tour of
more than 40 water gardens in
N ortheast Oh i o, including 15 that are
new this year. Hours : 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
today and July 17; 1  1 a.m. to 5 p.m.
S unday and July 18. Tour booklets, $11,
available at H offman ’ s G arden C enter , 
1021 E. Caston R oad , G reen , and Graf
G rowers G arden C enter , 1015 White
P ond D rive , C opley T ownship . 
P roceeds benefit the Akron C hildren ’ s 
H ospital burn unit. Information : 330 - 
896 - 9811 or http://w w w.
hoffmansgardencenter . com . 

• D aylily M adness W eekends , 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. today , S unday and July 17
and 18, Daylilies and M ore , 8290 Avon
L ake R oad ( state R oute 8 3), about a
mile north of L odi . T housands of
daylilies in bloom; chance to win a free
plant with purchase. Information : 330 - 
948 - 2470 or daylily @ ohio . net . 

• D aylily garden tours, noon to
7:3 0 p.m. daily through W ednesday , 
4101 Timber T rail , M ontville T ownship 
( just east of M edina ) . D aylily enthusiast
D ave F eola leads tours of his Furniture
Ma k e r’s G arden . Fr e e. I nformation : 
330 - 725 - 2544 . 

• F lower show ,  2-8 p.m. Sunday
and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday , H ower 
H ouse , 6  0 Fi  r Hill , A kron . S ponsored 
by the Garden Forum of Greater A kron . 
Fr e e.

• G reen building tour, 3:3 0-5 p.m.
T uesday , 3030 W. Streetsboro R oad , 
R ichfield T ownship . T our of the
T horson B aker & Associates
headquarters , which is on track to
receive LEED gold certification from
the U.S. Green Building C ouncil ’ s 
L eadership i  n Energy and
E nvironmental D esign G reen B uilding 
R ating S ystem . T our is sponsored by
the council’s Northeast Ohio C hapter . 
M embers , free ; others , $1 0. R egistration 
required at http://w w w.
clevelandgbc . org . 

• S ummer Wa l k, 7-8:3 0 p.m.
W ednesday , S ecrest A rboretum , O hio 
A gricultural R esearch and
D evelopment C enter , 1680 Madison
Av e., W ooster T ownship . W alk led by
plant experts from OARDC and the
O hio S tate U niversity E xtension . Fr e e.
M eet a  t Seaman Orientation P laza . 
I nformation : 330 - 263 - 3761 or http://
secrest . osu . edu . 

• B otanical A rts for K ids : A rts 
in the G arden , 1 0:3 0-1 1:3 0 a.m.
T hursday , C leveland B otanical G arden , 
11030 East B lvd . P rogram for children
ages 2 to 6 focuses on visual arts.
M ember and child, $12; other adult and
child , $1 4. R egistration : 216 - 721 - 1600 , 
ext . 100 , or http : / / www . cbgarden . org . 

• H ome G ardening and
P reserving 101, 6:30 p.m. Thursday , 
L ocal R oots M arket & Ca f e, 140 S.
W alnut St., Wooster . L earn how to
preserve the harvest. $  5 f  o  r Local Roots
members , $1 0 for others. Registration
due today at 330 - 263 - 5336 or
events @ localrootswooster . com . 

• S crapbooking C ropfest ,  9 a.m.
J uly 1 7, B runswick L ibrary , 3649 Center
Ro a d. B ring scrapbooking supplies and
a food item to share. Die cut machine
will be available. Fr e e. R egistration : 
330 - 273 - 4150 . 

• B arnyard Ba s h, 1 0:3 0 a.m. to
noon July 17, Cleveland Botanical
G arden , 11030 East B lvd . D uring this
installment of the B otani C ool S chool 
for Little B uds , children ages 3 to 5 will
explore plants found on the farm and
those with animal names. Member and
child , $7; other adult and child, $10.
R egistration : 216 - 721 - 1600 , ext . 100 , or
http : / / www . cbgarden . org . 

• H ale F arm & Village Garden
T ours ,  9 a.m. to 3:40 p.m. July 17 and
2 2, starting at Rockside S tation , 7900
Ol d R ockside Ro a d, I ndependence . 
R ide the Cuyahoga Valley Scenic
R ailroad t  o Hale Fa  r  m & Village and
take a guided tour that includes its
gardens . $5 0; children 3-1 2, $4 5.
A dmission price includes box lunch.
Bu y tickets at http://w w w.c v s r.c o m.

M ail notices of classes, programs and events
two weeks in advance to: Home and Garden
Ne w s, F eatures D epartment , A kron B eacon 
J ournal , P.O. Box 640, Akron OH 44309 - 0640 . 
P lease include name and phone number. All
events must be open to the public.

M ary B eth B reckenridge can be reached at 330-
996 - 3756 or mbrecken @ thebeaconjournal . com . 
Yo u can also become a fan on F acebook . 

D ishwashing 
gets new rules

Q: I washed a
load in my
dishwasher
using a new
box of Cascade
powdered
detergent , and
my dishes
didn ’ t come out

as clean as usual. The biggest
problem was with my
aluminum pressure cooker,
which came out spotted and
discolored . I called Procter &
G amble and was told all
manufacturers are being
required to make phosphate-
free detergents now. I  s there
anything I can do to get better
results ? 

– E.L., Akron

A: On Jul  y 1, 16 states, including
Oh i o, enacted a ban on high-
phosphate dishwasher
detergents . In response , 
manufacturers have
reformulated dishwasher
detergents sold across the
country and in C anada , since
they can’t reasonably sell
different types in different
areas , said Dennis G riesing , 
vice president of government
affairs for the American
C leaning I nstitute . 

P hosphates break down
grease and remove stains, so
you might see a difference in
cleaning performance from
detergents that contain little or
no phosphates. While I don’t
have good comparison
information yet on the newly
reformulated products, I can
tell you that Consumer
R eports recommends three
phosphate - free detergents , 
B iokleen W ith N atural 
O xygen B leach P owder , 
M ethod S marty D ish and
E cover T ablets . P rocter &
G amble also recommends its
C ascade C omplete Al l-i n-On e
A ction P acks , which it
considers its best dishwashing
product . 

W hile the problem with
your pressure cooker may
have been related to the
detergent , i t’s also possible it
was caused by a reaction with
something else in the
dishwasher , said Ia  n Tholking
o  f Procter & G amble . 

A luminum is a highly
reactive metal, he explained,
meaning it can react with
water , leaving the surface dark
and chalky. When another
reactive item is in the same
wash load, the items can react
with each other, exaggerating
the problem – even more so if
the items are touching. Th a t’s
why people who’v e washed
aluminum items successfully
in the dishwasher can
suddenly have a problem, he
said . 

T holking recommends
checking the manufacturers’
instructions on all metal items
to make sure they’r e
dishwasher safe. Al s o, make
sure to follow the instructions
on loading and operating the
dishwasher , including the use
of a rinse aid, he said.

H ave a question about home maintenance,
decorating or gardening? Akron Beacon
J ournal home writer Mary Beth Breckenridge
will find answers for the queries that are
chosen to appear in the paper. T  o submit a
question , call her at 330 - 996 - 3756 , or send
e - mail to mbrecken @ thebeaconjournal . com . 

Beautiful
Residents get kudos
for well-kept yards
C ontinued from Page E1

B eautiful replaced it.
‘‘Th i s is something that

means so much to people,’’ Da-
vis said.

R elative standards
E arlier this week, I rode

along with judge Sarah Vr a-
denburg as she wound through
parts of A kron ’ s W ard 1 0, eye - 
ing the yards as her car crept
along . V radenburg , a former
B eacon J ournal employee , i  s a
master gardener volunteer and
a member of Keep Akron
B eautiful ’ s B eautification 
B oard , and she had been as-
signed one of the 22 routes the
judges are critiquing.

We kept in mind D avis ’ i n-
struction to volunteers during a
recent training session: The
awards are relative. Judge
based on the standards of the
neighborhood , she told them.
W hat stands out in one area
might not make the cut in an-
other . 

Th a t’s not to say the judging
has no criteria. Properties se-
lected for awards must be lit-
ter - free , well - maintained and
free of weeds, and they must
stand out from their neighbors.

As we drove through one
blighted section, Davis ’ mean - 
ing became apparent.

V acant houses dotted the
neighborhood . A bandoned fur - 
niture and forgotten toys were
scattered in knee - high weeds . 
S igns posted on worn porches
reminded us to beware of dogs.

We stopped in front of a
house with a mowed lawn and
neatly trimmed bushes, an or-
derly island amid the unkempt

yards . V radenburg jotted the
address on her list of potential
award winners.

Th e yard was neither lush
nor colorful, yet it drew her at-
tention . 

‘‘It’s just the overall effect.
It’s cared for,’’ she explained.
P eople in low - income neigh - 
borhoods don’t often get a lot
of encouragement, she said,
and ‘‘i f this little piece of paper
is a piece of encouragement,
I’m good with that.’’

Ou r route took us to what
appeared to be a more stable
section , where flowering
shrubs and perennials were
fairly common. Still , we found
surprises – corn growing in a
bountiful vegetable garden
next to a house, flower baskets
and planters brightening a
chain - link fence , a cupola that
once topped a roof enjoying a
second life as a garden struc-
ture amid front - yard plantings . 

R esident hard at work
We also found 85 - year - old 

L eon V. Bradley , easing down
the sloping sidewalk on Kent
S treet , a cane in one hand, a
hoe in the other.

B radley was dressed in dirt-
smudged overalls to putter in
the garden he created on prop-
erty he owns and rents out at
K ent and Williams streets.
P lanters were tucked among
drifts of moonflower and dusty
miller , and a small American

flag was poked into the soil.
B radley has faced setbacks

in tending the garden, a lush
strip bordering the sidewalk.
M ost recently , it was the theft
of some bags of mulch he was
preparing to spread.

Ye t he doesn’t give up. ‘‘I’ve
got three solar lights to put in
these planters,’’ he said, gestur-
ing toward the flower pots
with his cane. H  e figured the
people who attend church
nearby would enjoy seeing
them . 

Th e garden is just some-
thing that brings him satisfac-
tion , he said.

‘‘Go d’s good earth,’’ he said.
‘‘Yo u c a n’t beat it.’’

S eeds of renewal
Th e beautification awards

are designed to encourage peo-
ple like B radley , who are com-
mitted to making Akron a
more attractive place. That
commitment can be conta-
gious , K eep A kron B eautiful ’ s 
D avis said . W hen one resident
fixes up a yard, neighbors often
follow suit. The organization’s
program manager, Melissa
A dams , said the idea is to rec-
ognize people for doing the
best with what they have.

‘‘It’s not about money. It’s
more about time,’’ she said.

Th e judges ’ results are due
Au g. 6, and the awards will be
mailed in S eptember . ‘‘An d
people know that,’’ Davis said
with a smile. Many past win-
ners come to expect their cer-
tificates each year, and they’l l
start calling Keep Akron B eau - 
tiful in late summer, asking
where they are.

Th a t’s fine with D avis . It’s
proof of the pride they take in
their properties.

An d that ’ s what the B eauti - 
fication Watch Awards are all
about . 

M ary B eth B reckenridge can be reached at
330 - 996 - 3756 or mbrecken @ thebeaconjour - 
nal . com . Yo u can also become a fan on F ace - 
book . 

E njoy eerie glow of fireflies
with a lightning bug catcher

F ireflies probably wouldn’t be
meals for predators if they didn’t
advertise their locations through
their shiny, yellow - orange 
beacons . 

Bu t a poison chemical that a
firefly carries in its body is
enough to kill a
nondiscriminating lizard, and
the light signals to most birds
that , although they may seem
like easy prey, they have a bitter
taste and aren’t worth the
trouble . 

I  f a firefly is caught in a
spider web, the light will signal
danger to any other approaching
fireflies and warn them away.

T he lights , which fireflies turn
on and off at will, are the way
they attract mates.
U nfortunately , the light will also
signal other species of fireflies
that find them an attractive meal.

Th e P yralis firefly is common
i  n North A merica . R eally a
beetle in the family L ampyridae , 
it is about an inch long and has
two sets of wings, like most
other insects.

M ost fireflies produce their
lights by mixing chemicals in
their bodies. Scientists have been
able to reproduce one of them,

called luciferin,
in a laboratory.
It is what is used
in common
glow sticks.

M ost 
children identify
the beetles by
their lights, too.

I made a
lightning bug

catcher to put them in using
directions I found at http://
www . bhg . com / crafts / kids / 
outdoor - projects / bug - catcher . 

Be sure to release any bugs
you catch after an hour or so.

S upplies you will need:
• Scissors , ruler . 
• Black window screen.
• Wire cutters.
• 22 wire . 
• Empty plastic jar.
• Acrylic paints: black,

orange , yellow ; and brush.
• Wood cutouts: two ovals

and one teardrop.
• Clear glitter.
• White craft glue.
• Two 10 - millimeter oval

wiggle eyes.
• Low - temperature glue gun.
Cu t a 6›-inch - diameter 

circle from the window screen.

As k an adult to help you cut a
24 - inch length of wire. Weave
the wire every › - inch through
the screening about 1 - inch from
the edge.

P lace the screen on top of the
jar , and tighten the wire around
the jar rim. Twist the wire ends
together to secure. Coil the ends.

P aint both sides of the wood
ovals black. Paint one - third of
the rounded end of the teardrop
orange , and the remaining two-
thirds of the teardrop yellow to
make the lightning bug wings
and body. Set aside to dry.

S pread a thin coating of white
craft glue on the wings then
sprinkle with clear glitter. Set
aside to dry.

Us e crafts glue to attach the
wings to the body, glitter sides
u p.

G lue wiggle eyes over the
edge of the orange head.

W ith an adult’s help , use the
glue gun to attach the lightning
bug to the jar’s side . 

K athy A ntoniotti writes a craft column for the
B eacon J ournal . If you have a craft idea or
question , contact Kathy A ntoniotti , A kron 
B eacon J ournal , P.O. Box 640, Akron OH
44309 - 0640 ; 330 - 996 - 3565 ; or
kantoniotti @ thebeaconjournal . com . 

Eggplants
Flea beetles eat circular
holes in several plants
C ontinued from Page E1

it is recommended that the fruit
be removed.

R emoving the fruit is very
much like deadheading flowers
to prevent energy from going
into unwanted fruit and seeds.
Th e potato fruits are interest-
ing , however , and will make
only a negligible difference in
yield . 

S ome potato cultivars, such
a  s Yukon G old , produce more
flowers and fruit than others.
P otato tubers are genetically

identical to parent plants, and
can be saved and replanted to
preserve a cultivar. Seeds , how - 
ever , are the result of genetic
crossing and will not come true
to type.

To confuse the issue, pota-
toes are sold as seed potatoes in
spring , but these are tubers
saved from genetically identical
cultivar clones, not from seed.

Q:  My eggplants have many
small round holes in the leaves,
and I see some small black in-
sects . W hat are they and what
should I do?

A: Th e likely culprit is flea bee-
tles . T hese shiny black beetles
hop around like fleas, eating cir-
cular holes in the leaves of egg-
plant , mustard , potato and to-
mato plants. Flea beetles winter
as adults in plant debris and
weedy areas, where they feed

on weeds until crop plants are
planted . B eetles then move to
the garden to feed on desirable
plants . 

F lea beetles can be a concern
on younger plants, but once
plants have matured, they can
typically sustain feeding from
flea beetles with negligible ef-
fects . T reat young plants with
labeled insecticides or protect
them at planting with row cov-
ers . C lean all debris out of the
vegetable garden at the end of
the season to provide fewer
overwintering spaces.

D enise E llsworth is a horticultural educator
with Ohio State University E xtension . If you
have questions about caring for your garden,
call the Master Gardener hot line from 9 a.m.
to noon Tuesdays and Thursdays at 330-9 2 8-
GROW or write: Horticulture E ducator , S ummit 
C ounty , 2525 State R oad , S uite 250 , Cu y a-
hoga F alls , OH 44223. Include your phone
number . E - mail questions to mgsummit@
ag . ohio - state . edu . 

PAUL TOPLE / A kron B eacon J ournal 

C hildren can make a lightning bug catcher to admire the eerie glow
temporarily before releasing the insects unharmed .

N ominate a yard
Yo u can nominate a

neighbor to receive one of
K eep A kron B eautiful ’ s 
B eautification W atch 
A wards . To recommend a
residence , business or
institution , call 330-3 7 5-
2116 . Be sure to have the
address . 

ask MARY BETH

PAUL TOPLE / A kron B eacon J ournal 

S arah V radenburg and other Keep Akron Beautiful judges canvass neighborhoods to check out
yards worthy of recognition.

TAKE NOTE

KIDS ’ KRAFTS
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